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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to 2024! I hope you have enjoyed a 
happy time over the Christmas and New Year 
holidays.
I know there were some grumbles about the 
weather! It certainly didn't feel like Summer was 
here on Christmas Day. I even had two fires 
going! It wasn't really cold, but they helped 
make the day even more festive. As with almost 
every year, once February is here, and school is 
in, the heat will set in too.

There have been some tragic drownings all over 
the country during the past months, and I can't 
stress enough how important it is to teach our 
children to swim. Farm dams and water troughs 
can be every bit as dangerous as the ocean or 
swimming pool. The ability to swim is a skill for 
life, and could indeed save a life.

Art lovers may like to go to the Hamilton Gallery 
between now and April. There is a fabulous 
exhibition of Baroque Art, and it is well worth a 
visit.
There is also plenty to do in the district and 
beyond. On Boxing Day I walked along the now-
completed Twelve Apostles' Trail; a very 
scenic walk.

We gardeners have had a fairly easy time with 
such benign weather, and haven't had to do 
much watering at all. However, I am sure this will 
change before long. The district gardens still 
have a distinctly springtime look about them. 
And the weeds have hardly stopped growing! I 
often say that we are lucky to have weeds to pull 
out!

Until next month,

Eve Black

Spot the Santa

And the winners were.....Trevor and Maria 
Starkey!
Congratulations on a very festive display!
When I gave Trevor the small cash prize, I told 
him that I hoped he was not going to spend it on 
yet more lights or decorations. He just grinned!

Where was Santa?

Christmas Eve, and Santa had sent a message 
that he was ready to visit our Village, when the 
rain tumbled down, and made his appearance 
impossible. We would have had Santa with a 
soggy beard, and a Christmas Tree with dripping 
branches!
Our apologies to children, and the young at 
heart.
We will put in a request for better weather this 
year!

Noorat Community Garage Sales

A reminder that 24th February is Garage Sales 
date.
I am sure that many of you have spent some 
time over the past few weeks preparing for what 
we all hope will be another splendid day.
You will find a registration form within these 
pages. Forms and $10 entry fee can be left at 
the Post Office.

Corangamite Australia Day Volunteer 

Awards

This year the Awards will be presented at a 
ceremony in Skipton, and I am delighted to tell 
you that our own Lynn Patzel has been 
nominated for an Award.
Well done, Lynn.
Ed



WHAT'S NOO? FEBRUARY 2024

Recipe of the Month

MADEIRA CAKE

170g softened butter
3/4 cup caster sugar
1 tsp vanilla extract
3 eggs

1 cup plain flour
3/4 tsp baking powder
2/3 cup almond meal

2023 Giraffe Awards

Once again it was not hard to find some worthy awardees.
This Award/s is given annually to people willing to stick their neck out 
for Noorat.

The 2023 Awards went to:

Kim Rankine, Mount Noorat Project Officer
In the short time that Kim has held this job, she has made a tremendous difference to the Mount and 
Walking Track, attended to weed-control, and fencing.
The Mount Noorat Committee of Management members are indebted to her for the work she has 
done, and continues to do on the Mount.

Ken Newson
Ken's dedication to our Village, and attention to detail is evident wherever you look in Noorat, and 
although he is not a resident, his love for our Village is there in everything he and his team do to keep 
the avenues, toilet block and BBQ in good condition.

Ilona Watkins, Principal Noorat Primary School and the students of the school
With very little notice Ilona took on the preparing and printing of this monthly publication.
The beautiful Christmas window at the old hall was thought out and executed by Ilona and the 
students. And the school children all had a hand in making and painting the fabulous decorations on 
our Village Christmas Tree.

Congratulations to all of you!

1. Preheat oven to 170 degrees (150 FF).
2. Place butter, sugar and vanilla in the bowl of an electric mixer; beat until light and creamy.
3. Gradually, add the eggs, beating well after each addition. Sift flour and baking powder over the 

butter mixture, and gently fold through with the almond meal.
4. Spoon the mixture into a lightly greased 22cm x 8cm loaf tin, lined with non-stick baking paper, and 

bake for 50 minutes, or until cooked when tested with a skewer.
5. Cool in tin for 5 minutes before turning out onto a wire rack to cool completely.

Ed's note: Some of you may remember a very old Flanders and Swann song, "Have Some Madeira, 
M'dear"!
I've often wondered why this cake is called Madeira, when there is not a drop in the mixture. Perhaps 
it was eaten with a small glass of that fortified wine?
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Thought for the Month

The bad news is time flies.
The good news is you’re the pilot. 

Advertising Rates

For further information about advertising in the 
Noorat Newsletter, please contact Eve Black.
           mountnoorat@outlook.com

Full page advertisement: $25.00 per month
Half page advertisement: $15.00 per month
Business card size:  $10.00 per month

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION

The newsletter welcomes contributions from readers: articles will be included at the editor’s 
discretion.

Please send us your articles, news items, pictures by 20th of each month.

Photos / advertisements / posters must be JPEG or PDF format.

         mountnoorat@outlook.com

Art on Kennas Lane

Local artist, Jess Fowler, has opened her studio/gallery on Kennas Lane, Glenormiston South.
The gallery will be open on the first Saturday of each month; 10am until 4pm.
I encourage art lovers to go along, browse the many paintings, and perhaps even make a purchase.
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     - Dairies       - Tiles 

     - Houses       - Footpaths

     - Retaining Walls      - Stencil Concrete

     - Render

    (03) 5592 5117 or

Louie – 0408 507 160

Mackfire Pump Services Noorat

Bill Mackrell – 0418 914 494 

               mackrellwilliam@yahoo.com
ABN 37 398 042 351

Pump selection and repairs to all 

types of pumps specialising in:

- Centrifugal - Helical Rotor - Diaphragm - 

- Piston - Gear - Vacuum - Water analysis - 

- Hot & Cold Pressure Cleaners -

- Water treatment and testing - 

- Swimming Pools -
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Planning a party?

Large range of popular colours, styles & 

designs for special occasions

Bulk and custom orders welcome

Streamers, banners, candles and more…
84 High Street, Terang

(03) 5592 1174

Helium balloons

now available

Peterborough Road

P.O. Box 188, Terang, VIC 3264

     (03) 5592 2495

     0427 925 330

     mnf@mnf.com.au

     www.mnf.com.au

FEBRUARY 2024

TERANG 

LANDSCAPING
LANDSCAPING AND EXCAVATION

- Garden Design

- Paving

- Sprinkler Systems

- Bobcat & Tipper Hire

Contact Sean Moloney

0427 400 481

NOORAT – 5592 5487
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General plumbing and maintenance

Roofing  Gasfitting

Septic tanks, grease traps & drain cleaning

Call Michael – 0427 921 836

Southwest Imaging & Frames
Picture Framing  Photo Restoration
Canvas Printing  Graphic Design
Photo Enlargements Portrait Photography

29 Mackinnons Bridge Road, Noorat

(03) 5592 5191

NATIONWIDE

ARITFICIAL BREEDERS
John Pickford – 0428 529 413

Office – (03) 5592 5461

www.nationwideab.com.au

INFORMATION COUPON
   Semen Collection   Semen Storage
   On-Farm A.I. Programs  Calf Dehorning
   Liquid Nitrogen   Freeze Branding

All Semen & DIY Supplies
Name: ______________     Phone: ______________
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New product – Crushed Sandstone

Truck and Trailer Cartage

Good for tracks, topping up tracks, 

feed / shed / concrete pads, etc.

Sean Bourke – 0423 920 161

NOORAT LICENSED POST OFFICE

All postal services available.

Gifts & Stationery

19 Terang Mortlake Road, Noorat, VIC 3265

Phone: (03) 5592 5308

Newsletter Online

You can now read ‘WHAT’S NOO?’ online. Head to nooratps.vic.edu.au 

- Hover over ‘Our School’

- Click ‘Newsletters’
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