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Letter from the Editor

It's once again time to reflect on the year that 
was and look ahead at what is to come in 2024.
I suppose the best we can do as our lives roll on 
is to remember "kindness in another's trouble; 
courage in our own". 

And I believe that this is exactly what we all try 
to do in this very special little community. May it 
long continue.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to 
our newsletter, and indeed, to the whole Village 
in 2023.

I wish you all a very happy Christmas and New 
Year and look forward to bringing you more 
snippets next year. Many thanks to those who 
have sent contributions during the year; I 
encourage others to do so as well. (Wouldn't 
you like to see your name in print?)

Until February, 2024 

Eve Black

What's Noo? Online

Don't forget that you can now read your 
newsletter online.

Google Noorat Primary School 
(nooratps.vic.edu.au)
Hover over "Our School"
Click "Newsletters"
Scroll down, and there you are.

Picnic Time

Tuesday 12th December is the daye to remember 
for Noorat and District Residents’ Association 
Christmas picnic. 

6pm in the avenue, opposite the Post Office. 
BYO everything. BBQ available.

O Christmas Tree

Our Christmas Tree in the avenue, opposite the 
late June Porter's home, is about to receive its 
annual dressing-up, thanks to Georgina 
Conheady and her band of elves.
Georgina and Bec Farey have been busy making 
decorations, as have the students of Noorat 
Primary School.
Watch the space!

A Window of Opportunities

The right window of Judith and Georgina 
Conheady's Old Noorat Hall, continues to be 
dressed by various groups and individuals each 
month.

Our Christmas display has been brought to us by 
Noorat Primary School.

The left window of the Old Noorat Hall will again 
have a tribute to those Noorat friends who have 
left us this past year. 

If you would like to make a creative contribution 
to our Village and put together a display for a 
month next year, please contact me in the usual 
way.

Ed
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Recipe of the Month

RASPBERRY HONEYCOMB ICE CREAM

1. Using electric beaters, whisk cream and condenser milk until soft peaks form.
2. Fold in remaining ingredients.
3. Pack into an airtight container and freeze overnight..

500ml thickened cream
200g condensed milk
½ cup fresh raspberries, plus extra to serve
1 tablespoon runny honey
½ cup crushed honeycomb

Bring out the Santa's and TURN ON THE 

LIGHTS

This is the last call for the above. Make our Village 
shine.
Santa Spotting judges will be about very soon. 
Your effort might just be the winner!

Christmas

Deck the halls with eucalyptus!
Very soon it will be Christmas.
Magpie carols, loud and long,
Greets us with his Christmas song.
Children blessed by summer sun,
Wait for Christmas Day to come;
Counting hours impatiently,
What will they find beneath the tree?
Friends and family, distant, dear,
Meet again just once a year.

Tiny church in town's main street,
Echoes to the sound of feet;
Congregation gathering,
Praise with joy the new-born King.

Christmas dinner, pudding hot,
Suited to our clime, it's not;
But somehow salads, eaten cold,
The same appeal will never hold.

Sun goes downward in the west.
Christmas Day is laid to rest.
Christmas vows renewed again-
On earth be peace. Goodwill to men.

A Special Spirit

In last month's item about Lachie Lee's book, I 
said that it was available from Mercy, Noorat. 
The school is of course, closed at present.
A Special Spirit can be purchased from Terang 
Newsagency, Mercy, Camperdown, and I have 
spotted some copies at The Shed.

Showtime!

What a wonderful Noorat Show it was!
Perfect weather; a huge and happy crowd; and 
plenty to interest everyone.
NO-ONE DOES IT LIKE NOORAT!

Our Eagle Flies Again

This A couple of months ago, our eagle, 
mounted on an old, dead tree, in the Succulent 
Garden, came crashing to the ground. 
ortunately, no damage was done to the metal 
raptor.
What to do? How to reinstall him? The answer 
came from some Practical Men of the Village, 
namely, Peter McSween, Smokey Twaddle, 
Louie Carlin, Tony Heffernan, and Rob Durant.
They put their heads together, came up with a 
few answers, picked the best one, and as 
everyone can see, the eagle is back.
Many thanks to our now Famous Five!
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Remembering 'Holly'

As the end of 2023 and we acknowledge the loss of loved ones from families, also friends from 
Noorat.

However this year has also seen the loss of a number of very treasured, well known, but super 
elderly pets from a number of families in the village.

This includes our incredible, feral, Christmas present who we appropriately named ‘Holly’ 

This article is in honour of her, but all the other dear pets who sadly left us this year. Holly arrived 
by private plane held tightly by my young granddaughter into Cobden about 17 years ago. We are 
not sure exactly how long; seems like she was here forever. She was handed to me as present. 
What a gift! A ball of jet black, spitting, scratching angriness.

She was rescued from under the family’s new house, with her twin, both completely feral. Despite 
intense training to become a house cat, she still kept some of those traits until the day she left. She 
was a survivor. We managed to successfully train her out of catching birds, and would even sleep 
beneath the bushes they were in. Only rarely did she forget and bring us a bird. She was reminded 
that it wasn’t worth it. However, rats and mice were regularly brought in huge numbers, headless 
to the back door for our approval. On two occasions she actually brought headless snakes. Our 
approval wasn’t as enthusiastic. Visiting dogs were not welcomed in either and she firmly removed 
them through the front gate.

As a survivor of extraordinary cunning, a favourite game was to hide inside under furniture in the 
house. Being black it was difficult to find her and one day she got accidentally locked inside. On 
returning from work at the end of the day we found her very ill in the kitchen floor. Quick 
examination revealed that she has helped herself to 2 kilo of a roast beef thawing out in the sink 
for our dinner. She didn’t eat for several days..and we had no roast! 

I miss her breakfast call at the back door, and peace reigns in the yard for my dog. 

Lynn
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By the edge of the woods at the foot of a hill

In a lush green meadow where time stands still

Where the friends of man and woman do run

When their time on earth is done

From here between this world and the next

Is a place where beloved creatures find rest

On the happy land they wait and play

Till the Rainbow Bridge they cross over one day

No more do they suffer pain and sadness

For here they are well, lives filled with gladness

There limbs are restored, their health is renewed

Their bodies are healed and their strength imbued

They romp through grass without a care

until one day they stop.. and sniff the air

Their ears prick forward.. their eyes dart back

And all of a sudden one breaks from the pack

For just one moment their eyes have met

Together again both person and pet

They run to each other, friends from the past

Their time apart is over at last

The sadness they felt while they were apart

Has turned into joy once more in each heart

They cuddle with a love that will last forever

And side by side they cross over the bridge together

THE RAINBOW BRIDGE                by Edna Clyne-Rekhy 1877
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Thought for the Month

Christmas: love the giver more than the gift.

Noorat Primary School and Noorat Presbyterian Church Celebrate 150 Years

28th and 29th October were two significant days for our NWB Church with them celebrating their 
150th year. 

November 11th also saw Noorat Primary School celebrate 150 years of excellence in education with an 
open afternoon.

Congratulations to all involved.
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NATIONWIDE

ARITFICIAL BREEDERS
John Pickford – 0428 529 413

Office – (03) 5592 5461

www.nationwideab.com.au

INFORMATION COUPON
   Semen Collection   Semen Storage
   On-Farm A.I. Programs  Calf Dehorning
   Liquid Nitrogen   Freeze Branding

All Semen & DIY Supplies
Name: ______________     Phone: ______________

     - Dairies       - Tiles 

     - Houses       - Footpaths

     - Retaining Walls      - Stencil Concrete

     - Render

    (03) 5592 5117 or

Louie – 0408 507 160
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New product – Crushed Sandstone

Truck and Trailer Cartage

Good for tracks, topping up tracks, 

feed / shed / concrete pads, etc.

Sean Bourke – 0423 920 161

NOORAT LICENSED POST OFFICE

All postal services available.

Gifts & Stationery

19 Terang Mortlake Road, Noorat, VIC 3265

Phone: (03) 5592 5308

Advertising Rates

For further information about advertising in the 
Noorat Newsletter, please contact Eve Black.
           mountnoorat@outlook.com

Full page advertisement: $25.00 per month
Half page advertisement: $15.00 per month
Business card size:  $10.00 per month

Newsletter Online

You can now read ‘WHAT’S NOO?’ online. Head to nooratps.vic.edu.au 

- Hover over ‘Our School’

- Click ‘Newsletters’
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION

The newsletter welcomes contributions from readers: articles will be included at the editor’s 
discretion.

Please send us your articles, news items, pictures by 20th of each month.

Photos / advertisements / posters must be JPEG or PDF format.

         mountnoorat@outlook.com
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General plumbing and maintenance

Roofing  Gasfitting

Septic tanks, grease traps & drain cleaning

Call Michael – 0427 921 836

Southwest Imaging & Frames
Picture Framing  Photo Restoration
Canvas Printing  Graphic Design
Photo Enlargements Portrait Photography

29 Mackinnons Bridge Road, Noorat

(03) 5592 5191

Mackfire Pump Services Noorat

Bill Mackrell – 0418 914 494 

               mackrellwilliam@yahoo.com
ABN 37 398 042 351

Pump selection and repairs to all 

types of pumps specialising in:

- Centrifugal - Helical Rotor - Diaphragm - 

- Piston - Gear - Vacuum - Water analysis - 

- Hot & Cold Pressure Cleaners -

- Water treatment and testing - 

- Swimming Pools -
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Planning a party?

Large range of popular colours, styles & 

designs for special occasions

Bulk and custom orders welcome

Streamers, banners, candles and more…
84 High Street, Terang

(03) 5592 1174

Helium balloons

now available

Peterborough Road

P.O. Box 188, Terang, VIC 3264

     (03) 5592 2495

     0427 925 330

     mnf@mnf.com.au

     www.mnf.com.au

DECEMBER 2023

TERANG 

LANDSCAPING
LANDSCAPING AND EXCAVATION

- Garden Design

- Paving

- Sprinkler Systems

- Bobcat & Tipper Hire

Contact Sean Moloney

0427 400 481

NOORAT – 5592 5487
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