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A Word From The Principal

The past month has seen our students enjoy a wide range of activities and special events with these 
things often being highlights of their schooling journey. We’ve had the Book Fair, Grandparent’s & 
Special Friends Day, Alpine School’s Gnurad-Gundidj Campus excursion and personal development for 
Years 3-6 and our JSC organised event, ‘A Day in May’. We are so proud of how our students have come 
together to showcase their personal skills and demonstrate our school values of ‘Excellence, Care, 
Respect and Responsibility’.

Hands on Learning
It’s fabulous to have Dave in ‘The Shed’ working alongside our
Hands on Learning Crew planning, designing and constructing 
special items. The latest creation to emerge from the shed is a 
birdhouse mansion. This is a special project created for the 
Hawkesdale Kindergarten and truly demonstrates what the 
program is all about – finding purpose in meaningful tasks to 
give back to the school and community. We are impressed by 
the communication and teamwork on display and cannot wait 
to see what’s next!

ACCIONA Grant success
I received a wonderful email earlier this week, notifying us of our successful Community Sponsorship 
grant application for our project – Kitchen Garden – A return to roots. I will work closely with students, 
staff and parents to utilise our money. Early ideas are covers for the veggie gardens, storage containers 
to kit out our pantry and some new equipment to make kitchen / garden sessions easier for all.

Parent Contributions
We would like to thank all the families who have paid their parent payment contributions in full. There 
are also some who have organised a payment plan with Casey. It’s greatly appreciated! If you are yet to 
make your contribution please make use of our different options, as your contributions are supporting 
the learning of your students in our school community. As to date ADD% of students have paid in full.

Child Safety Processes - Volunteers
We are excited to have parents, carers and grandparents helping in the school as volunteers, and I’d like 
to remind you that we welcome volunteers for any length of time – weekly, fortnightly, monthly, termly, 
or on a casual basis. All you need is a willingness to become involved with the school, and a Working 
With Children Check which is free for volunteers (remember to provide the Office with proof of your 
WWCC). Please see your child’s classroom teacher if you would like to volunteer for any aspect of 
school life.
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National Sorry Day and National Reconciliation Week
Last Friday all students created individual purple hibiscus flowers following our discussion about the 
impacts on our First Nations people - ‘The Stolen Generation’ - as a result of the mistreatment when 
they were forcibly removed from their families and communities. Be sure to pop into the Office to see 
the eye-catching display in the front Office.
It led into this week’s valuable learning surrounding National Reconciliation Week which is held annually 
from May 27th to June 3rd. These dates commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation 
journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo decision respectively.
This year’s National Reconciliation Week theme, Be a Voice for Generations, urges all Australians to use 
their power, their words and their actions to create a better, more just Australia for all of us – where we 
live, work and socialise.

Ilona Watkins 
Slippers Indoors
Due to the weather and muddy conditions we are asking students to please remove their shoes when 
entering the main classroom building. Students may wear a pair of slippers whilst indoors. Please 
ensure they are named and can easily slide on and off.

Items for Sale
The school still has several items for sale. There is a freezer and cupboards outside the MPR. 
Each are $40 each. If you wish to purchase or know someone who may be interested, please let staff 
know.

Breakfast Club
Thank you to Beck, Sarah and Erin who continue to volunteer their time to ensure every child has a full 
tummy every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. If anyone else is interested in assisting, please see us 
for further information

School Hours

Classes begin at 9am and finish at 3.30pm. Please ensure your child/ren are here and ready to start 

class on time. It is good practice to allow them 10 minutes to do what they need to do before the bell 

goes each morning.

Late arrivals and early departures
Students arriving late or needing to leave early must report at the office. The parent can collect and 
sign in or out. This is a safety requirement as well as enabling us to update attendance information.
is provided – this is your parental responsibility.

. 
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STUDENT AWARDS FOR THE WEEK

Term  2 Week 5

Miss Horsnell

Be Excellent- Trinity Bell

This term Trinity has listened attentively, participated in learning discussions and independently 
produced her own ideas for writing a reading response when learning about book to self, book to 
book and book to world connections. Well done!

Term 2  Week 6 

Miss Horsnell

Be Respectful- Apollo Miller

This week Apollo has demonstrated how hard he has been working on communicating 
respectfully, listening while others are talking, and staying focused on tasks. Keep it up!

Mrs Watkins

Be Responsible- Charlie Colyer

Charlie has shown a great sense of responsibility this week. He has been helpful to all within 
the classroom, is assisting younger students and offers assistance with tasks around the school. 
Keep up the great leadership qualities Charlie!

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD

Harrison Plater

Harrison has settled into this term so well and has developed a real sense of belonging within 
our school and is showing ownership over his learning. He is demonstrating our school values 
consistently. I am so impressed Harrison!
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Apply now to enrol your child in Foundation (Prep) for 2024

The Department of Education has released a new statewide timeline for enrolling in Foundation 
(Prep) for the 2024 school year.

If you have a child starting primary school in 2024, it’s time to enrol. Make sure to submit your 
enrolment application by Friday 28 July 2023.

If you are enrolling the sibling of a student at our school for Foundation in 2024, and both children 
will be attending our school at the same time, your child is prioritised for a place at our school as per 
the department’s Placement Policy.

It is important to follow the statewide timeline to enrol your child in Foundation. Enrolling your child 
in line with the timelines allows us to plan our classrooms, staffing and transition activities and 
ensures your child has the best start to school.

For more information, please read about when and how to enrol your child in Foundation 
at vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep.

If you are seeking to enrol your child into Foundation next year, please pop in, contact our school 
office on 55925282 or jump on our website to download an enrolment form.
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Important Dates to Remember

TERM 2 CALENDAR DATES
Saturday 27th May
Saturday 3rd June May

National Reconciliation Week 27th - 3rd June
MABO Day 3rd June

Monday 5th June Ilona out- Education State Principal Conference

Tuesday 6th June Ilona Out-Education State Principal Conference

Monday 12th June King’s Birthday- Public Holiday No School

Thursday 8th June Hands on Learning today, not tomorrow

Tuesday 20th June Year 3-6 to Worn Gundidj Nursery

Friday 23rd June End of Term 2- Finish at 2.30pm

Monday 3rd – 10th July NAIDOC Week

TERM 3 CALENDAR DATES
Monday 10th July Beginning of Term 3
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