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A Word From The Principal

If this fortnight is anything to go by, we are in for another busy term filled with many exciting and fun-filled 
events. Students have all settled back into their learning communities and have enjoyed reconnecting with their 
peers and teachers. 

It has been lovely to welcome Mrs Howlett back with a brand-new MARC Van! We love the passion and high 
level of expertise Mrs Howlett brings to our school each week – there is barely a book on the van that she hasn’t 
read!

School Vision, Mission & Values 
Following on from our Review in the final weeks of Term 1, staff have taken the opportunity to reflect on and 
refine our school Vision, Mission and Values. We have presented these to students, discussing the meaning and 
purpose of each. We would love your feedback.

Vision - To develop determined young people who exhibit confidence and a strong sense of self.

Mission - To provide a dynamic and inclusive learning environment where we empower students to achieve 
academic and personal growth so they will thrive in their future and contribute actively to their community.

Values
Excellence
Our school is a place where we actively participate and strive for personal growth in learning and behaviour.

Care
We are honest, thoughtful and inclusive of all.
We have high expectations for ourselves and others. 

Respect
We demonstrate active listening and communicate openly to hear all voices and value individuality.
We are accountable for our learning materials and shared belongings.

Responsibility
We take ownership of our own learning and the choices we make.

New faces 
We have welcomed many new faces to our Noorat P.S. Community this past week in all areas of the school. 
Firstly, I would like to welcome Mrs Mary-Ellen McLachlan who will be teaching PE and Humanities every 
Monday. We also welcome Charli, Georg and Dennis who have all seamlessly fitted into our learning 
communities, bringing personality, smiles and a positive attitude. I know everyone will introduce themselves and 
make them and their families feel welcome.
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Morning Supervision 
Students should arrive at school no earlier than 8.30am with supervision commencing from 8.45am. A bell will 
sound at this time to allow students into the classrooms to prepare for their days learning prior to playing 
outside. Bus travellers are, of course, welcomed into classrooms when they arrive at school where they will be 
able to read or draw / colour. 

Late arrivals and early departures
Students arriving late or needing to leave early must report at the office. The parent / carer can collect and sign 
in or out. This is a safety requirement as well as enabling us to update attendance information

Student Absences
It is a legal requirement of the Department of Education that we receive written notification of any student 
absences. Absences are recorded by parents on ClassDojo by messaging the classroom teacher. Please speak to 
Ilona if you need help with this.

Notifying staff of an unexplained student absence
It is a requirement for schools to contact parents/guardians as soon as practicable on the day of a student’s 
absence. A student who is absent is marked as ‘Not Present Unexplained’ unless notification is provided – this is 
your parental responsibility. Terang School Bus We are thrilled that we can now offer a bus service from Terang 
to Noorat (return) each day for our families. Please contact the Office for further information.

Ilona Watkins
Principal

Welcome Spud
We are delighted to have Spud, a blue 4 y.o whippet, in our classrooms to support student’s health and 
wellbeing. Spud is working alongside Vanessa, practicing his skills as he becomes comfortable with his new role, 
expectations, our environment and people. 

Midnight and Milo – Cows Create Careers
On Monday we had a special delivery; Our dairy-beef mix calves were delivered by Joey and his son Finbar, with 
much anticipation and excitement! With many options presented, students and staff each voted, deciding on 
Midnight (black calf) and Milo (red calf). All students will be able to feed and care for Midnight and Milo during 
their stay at Noorat, while our Year 3-6 class learn about the various areas of work that contribute to the 
extensive dairy industry, we have here in South West Victoria. Thank you to the many families who have 
volunteered to care for them during our public holidays and weekends. If you haven’t already, feel free to pop in 
before or after school to meet them.

2025 Prospective Foundation Students 
Thank you to our wonderful staff for providing their time to showcase our wonderful school to our 2025 
prospective prep families. Those in attendance we impressed with the focused teaching and learning, welcoming 
spaces, and inclusive environment we can provide at Noorat. If you know anyone who missed our information 
sessions or is interested in finding out more about our school, please have them contact the office.

ClassDojo
If you are yet to turn on notifications for ClassDojo, please do so. This is our primary source of information and 
provides the platform for communicating with all staff. Notification mean you receive all information as it’s 
presented, along with alerts for special events. It is a private platform that can only be accessed by individuals 
who I invite.
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Be Excellet . Be Caring . Be Respectful . Be Responsible
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Excellence, Care, Respect & Responsibility



What’s Happening in the Classroom
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STUDENT AWARDS FOR THE WEEK

Term  2  Week  1

Mrs Watkins

Excellence – Calllum

Callum has shown excellence this week by applying himself to his schoolwork, constantly 
exhibiting his personal best efforts. He has been a positive role model for his peers by displaying 
the four school values consistently. 

Term  2  Week  2

Miss Horsnell

Excellence - Apollo

Apollo has consistently worked independently in writing lessons, and he has taken on teacher 
feedback to add more detail to his writing to make it more interesting.

Mrs Watkins

Respect – Aidan

Aidan gave his best throughout our first Song Room session with Earl. He respectfully listened, 
actively participated and looked after all equipment. I loved seeing the enthusiasm during our 
session Aidan. Keep it up!

STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARD

Term  2  Week  2

Harrison – Harrison has shown excellence at all times. He has been helping people in the yard 
and playing well with everyone. 

Excellence  Care  Respect      Responsibility

Student Achievements
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Community News
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Education Tips
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Important Dates to Remember

TERM 2 CALENDAR DATES
Monday 29th April PFA Meeting

Tuesday 30th April
Mrs. Watkins out
The Song Room

Wednesday 1st May Curriculum Day – WSW Literacy Learning Community

Thursday 2nd May Mrs. Watkins out

Monday 6th May Miss Horsnell out

Tuesday 7th May The Song Room

Thursday 9th May Mrs. Watkins out – Principal Network Meeting

Friday 10th May District Cross Country – PFA Canteen

Monday 13th May
Smile Squad – School Dental Van Visit
Mrs. Watkins out- Dartmore Review Panel

Tuesday 14th May
Smile Squad – School Dental Van Visit
The Song Room

Thursday 16th  May Mrs. Watkins out - PL Deakin University

Friday 17th May Miss Horsnell out - Dan Petro PL

Monday 20th May Mrs. Watkins out – Dartmore Review Panel

Tuesday 21st May The Song Room

Wednesday 22nd May Mrs. Watkins out- WSW Numeracy Learning Community

Monday 27th May – 3rd 
June

National Reconciliation Week 
Prep Play at Noorat Primary School
Responsible Pet Program

Tuesday 28th May
The Song Room
Mrs. Watkins out- Principal Forum
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