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A Word From The Principal

Be Excellent . Be Caring . Be Respectful . Be Responsible

The end of term has come around so quickly, and we’ve had a wonderful first term which has 
prepared students for a successful year of learning, friendships and supportive challenges. Thank you, 
as always, to our wider parent community for your support and the work you do at home with your 
children; school is a true partnership.

School Review

Firstly, thank you to all staff for their efforts during our school review last week, and the preparation 
that occurred prior. I also wish to thank Erin Lanchester who, as our School Council President gave up 
two days of work to be an active and valuable member of our School Review Panel.

Despite the immense amount of work that goes into a school review, it was a highly valuable process 
and has provided us with clear direction and goals for our next four-year strategic plan. Throughout 
the preparation and review process, it has been evident that we have fabulous strategies in place to 
welcome, support and educate every child that steps into Noorat Primary School.

What is clear, is that our staff do an amazing job each and every day to care for and cater for each 
individual student, in both learning and wellbeing needs. Teachers are experts in teaching the 
Victorian Curriculum in an engaging, fun and creative way, while harnessing students’ passions and 
interests.

What is also evident from your feedback is that our staff are open, welcoming and approachable, and 
the trust you have in our staff is clear. We know that by working together as a team we can ensure; 
every child, has every opportunity to thrive and receive the best possible education here at Noorat 
Primary School.

We want our students to flourish in every environment and have the best possible opportunities in 
life. We want them to finish their primary school journey with confidence, a strong sense of self, 
curiosity and a passion for lifelong learning.

At Noorat we are relentless in making sure students have as many opportunities to learn, in as many 
different ways as possible, and have a range of opportunities to engage with our wider community.

What I know is, that we, as a staff are one strong team and are committed to continuous 
improvement at Noorat Primary School. Every staff member is passionate, devoted and open to 
continuous learning through self-reflection and feedback. I know that the opportunities we can 
provide to our students is highly personalised, at their point of need and we provide a learning 
environment that is safe, inclusive and collaborative.

2025 Prep Information and School Tour 

You will have no doubt seen our advertisement sharing our upcoming Information Session for 
Foundation 2025 on our social media platforms and within the community. Please share the post with 
family / friends who have a Prep person next year. The highly personalised learning and many 
opportunities students receive at Noorat is not as possible in a larger school environment.
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School News

School Council 

Last night we had our AGM where I presented the 2023 Annual Report. Once endorsed, this will be 
available on the website for all to read.

Election of office bearers also took place, with Erin Lanchester re-elected President, Jessica Beer 
Vice-President and Kait Horsnell Secretary. Our Council Team this year are Erin Lanchester, Jess Beer, 
Sarah Wilson, Brooke Miller, David Whiteman, Nyala Smith, Kait Horsnell and Ilona Watkins. We are 
thankful that we have such a committed parent community who wish to be involved in their child’s 
education

Ilona Watkins
Principal

Classroom Interruptions

Between 8.55am and 3.30pm, classrooms are a space for concentration and learning, and it is vital 
that there are no interruptions unless absolutely unavoidable. Parents should not be entering 
classrooms to share information or chat with teachers during lessons – these conversations should 
occur prior to 8.55am or at the end of the day. If you need, send a Dojo message and staff will reply 
when free, otherwise, see staff at the beginning or end of the school day.

Student Absences
It is a legal requirement of the Department of Education that we receive written notification of any 
student absences. Absences are recorded by parents on ClassDojo by messaging the classroom 
teacher. Please speak to Ilona if you need help with this. 

District Athletics

Congratulations to Ryan and Grace who displayed their skills and achieved their personal best at the 
district athletics at Camperdown on Tuesday.

NAPLAN 

Congratulations to our Year 3 and 5 students who successfully completed NAPLAN last week. They 
each tackled every test with focus and determination to show their skills.

PFA Cadbury Boxes 

Thank you to all families who have sold Cadbury chocolate and lolly boxes for our Term 1 PFA 
fundraiser. If you still have money at home, please return it TODAY.                                                                      
Our next event is the District Cross Country on May 10th, where we will be seeking volunteers to 
assist with the canteen. Please add this date to your diary.

We have a PFA meeting at 3.40pm on Monday 29th April in the staffroom.

Terang School Bus 

We are thrilled that we can now offer a bus service from Terang to Noorat (return) each day for our 
families. Please contact the Office for further information.
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What’s Happening in the Classroom



STUDENT AWARDS FOR THE WEEK

Term  1 Week  7

Miss Horsnell

Be Caring- Lucas 

Lucas this week has been steeping up by helping his peers in the classroom with packing up 
their belongings and supporting them with their jobs, as well as asking and including others at 
recess and lunch in different activities. Well done! 

Term  1  Week  8

Mrs Watkins

Be Excellent- Ryan 

Ryan has consistently shown excellence this term in all areas of the school environment. He has 
been respectful in class completing work and being of assistance to others. He has 
demonstrated responsibility by preparing equipment for specialist classes showing leadership 
skills and initiative. Amazing work Ryan!! 

Term  1  Week  9

Miss Horsnell

Be Excellent- Spencer

Spencer has tried incredibly hard this past fortnight to create a high-quality narrative story. He 
came up with original ideas, published and then carefully illustrated detailed pictures to bring 
his character to life. Amazing effort Spencer!

Mrs Watkins

Be Responsible- Harry 

Harry has consistently shown responsibility in all areas of the school. He completes learning 
tasks and shows initiative by offering assistance to staff and other students.  Amazing work 
Harry!

STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARDS

Callum has stepped up all week in the class and with his work. He has also shown respect when 
playing gang up and Gaga. 

Super dooper, well done Cal!

Be Excellent- Be Caring- Be Respectful- Be Responsible-
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Student Achievements
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Educational Tips
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Important Dates to Remember

TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES
Thursday 28th March End of Term 1, 2.30pm finish.

TERM 2 CALENDAR DATES
Monday 15th April Beginning of Term 2

Wednesday 17th April No MARC Van (loading new van with books)

Friday 19th April Noorat PS Cross Country – 2.30pm

Wednesday 24th April 2025 Prep Information Session

Thursday 25th April ANZAC Day

Monday 29th April
Smile Squad Dental Van
Pre Service Teacher in 3-6 classroom  29/04/24 – 10/05/24
PFA Meeting

Tuesday 30th April Smile Squad Dental Van

Wednesday 1st May Curriculum Day – WSW Literacy Learning


	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

