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A Word From The Principal

It has been lovely to speak with colleagues and other Principal’s this past fortnight whilst at Area 
Principal Forums and Network Meetings, sharing the enormous difference in the feelings we have all 
had to commencing the school year. For the first time in over two years, students, parents and staff 
have been able to attend school without the complications of COVID and a feeling of unease.
We are delighted that every one of our students has settled into the year smoothly and are happy 
throughout each day. The energy in the playground, the focus in learning, the collaboration among 
students and the laughter heard is a welcome change. We cannot wait to see what this year has 
ahead with so many opportunities.

Welcome BBQ
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Welcome BBQ, our first event of the year. We had a 
beautiful evening, despite the flies who also wished to join the event, and it was wonderful to see 
everyone present, catching up and able to share a proper meal together. Thank you to our PFA for 
providing and cooking the BBQ.

Getting involved - School Council & PFA
Every year we have a dedicated team of parents / carers who meet throughout the year to discuss 
and help shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council 
find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also feel that their children feel a greater sense of 
belonging. You do not need experience to be on School Council – just an interest in your child’s 
school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future. We have 
spaces available on our School Council. If you think there may be a parent suitable, please speak 
with them and ask if you can nominate them. You can also nominate yourself. Nomination forms are 
available from the school office and need to be returned by 3.30pm TOMORROW.

Our PFA is already working hard to ensure our bacon & egg muffin fundraiser is a success at the 
Noorat Community Garage Sale this Saturday. Please comment on the Dojo post your availability. We 
have some BIG events coming up and your support is needed – even if you are unable to attend 
meetings, your help at events and with fundraisers is always appreciated! Please see Erin at any 
stage for information.
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The Annual General Meeting of
Noorat Primary School, School Council 

will be held on 
Tuesday March 28th 

at Noorat Primary School – Staffroom 
commencing at 7.00pm



Staffing
Tomorrow we officially farewell Sandy and thank her for the wonderful contributions throughout her 
time at Noorat PS. We will be having a little special moment in assembly which will be commencing at 
3.10pm if anyone would like to join.
We are still seeking someone to run our Hands on Learning Program and before and after school 
program, so please spread the word – the information is on socials.
We also have a new Education Support opportunity to work within the F-2 Classroom on a Tuesday and 
Wednesday as Grace commences University for the year.

Ilona Watkins
Principal

School Hours
Classes begin at 9am and finish at 3.30pm. Please ensure your child/ren are here and ready to start 
class on time. It is good practice to allow them 10 minutes to do what they need to do before the bell 
goes each morning.

Office Hours
The Office Hours are 8.30am – 4.30pm, Tuesday and Thursday.

School Photos will be taken on Thursday March 9th at school. Photo order envelopes will be sent home 
next week as soon as they arrive. 

Parent Payment Contributions
Thank you to those families who have paid their 2023 parent contributions. The recommended parent 
payment contributions for 2023 are available from the Office or can be found under ‘policies’ on our 
website.

Student Absences
It is a legal requirement of the Department of Education that we receive written notification of any 
student absences. Absences are recorded by parents on ClassDojo by messaging the classroom teacher. 
Please speak to Ilona if you need help with this.

Notifying staff of an unexplained student absence
It is a requirement for schools to contact parents/guardians as soon as practicable on the day of a 
student’s absence. A student who is absent is marked as ‘Not Present Unexplained’ unless notification 
is provided – this is your parental responsibility.

Late arrivals and early departures
Students arriving late or needing to leave early must report at the office. The parent can collect and 
sign in or out. This is a safety requirement as well as enabling us to update attendance information.
is provided – this is your parental responsibility.

School News

Excellence, Care, Respect & Responsibility



School News

Excellence, Care, Respect & Responsibility

Athletics Sports Day

This year Athletics Sports Day will be held on  Monday 6th March at Terang Recreation Reserve from 
9.00am – 3.30pm.
Students must come to school as normal and they will then be transported to the venue. 
Please note-
All students must wear:

- Red school polo tops with shorts / leggings and appropriate footwear: runners.
- Named school hat.
- Students will need to bring their drink bottles, snacks and lunch. 
- Sunscreen will be applied at school before leaving for the venue; please supply your own if your child 
has sensitive skin.

There will be a BBQ provided and students have the option to pre-order food to alleviate the need of 
money on the day.
Miss Horsnell will hand out order forms next week for students interested in purchasing.

All proceeds will go to Surviving the Dark Times Fundraiser.



What’s Happening in the Classroom
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STUDENT AWARDS FOR THE WEEK

Term 1 Week 4

Miss Horsnell
Be Excellent-

Grace Bell
Grace has actively participated in classroom discussion, listened to stories, ordered pictures and 
wrote detailed sentences to create a book summary

Mrs Watkins
Be Excellent-

Charlie Colyer
Charlie has been stepping up in his House Leader role and is willing to take on any job to assist 
others. Great work Charlie – keep up the great work!

Student Achievements
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TERANG ATHLETIC CLUB
Inviting students from Year 3 and above to come along 
and enjoy some running coaching. Coaches are Jill 
McKenzie, Ken Plummer and Laurie Heffernan.

You will be taken through how to warm up properly, drills 
to help with speed, warm ups and style. We will also help 
you with your overall running style in sprints to longer 
distances.

Training is at the Terang Recreation Ground each 
Wednesday in first term, 4.00pm-4.45pm. Registration 
forms will be made available if you think you’d like to 
continue on for the term. Registration also covers 4th 
term when we re start again.
Costs are $10 per student and $20 per family for 3 or 
more members.

For any queries, please ring Jill on 0418 175 599.



Important Dates to Remember

TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES
Saturday 25th February Noorat Garage Sale 9.00am – 1.00pm

Wednesday 1st March Ilona out- Numeracy PD

Thursday 2nd March Kids Helpline Cyber Safety Session - Year 3-6

Monday 6th March House Athletics - Terang Reserve

Tuesday 7th March Prep Play - Foundation students to visit Terang Primary

Tuesday 7th March Acciona Filming

Wednesday 8th March LOTE - 9.00am - 1.30pm

Thursday 9th March School Photos

Monday 13th March LABOUR Day Public Holiday – No School

Wednesday 15th March Preps first Wednesday at school

Wednesday 15th – 27th

March
NAPLAN Year 3 & 5 – Writing  11.30am – 12.30pm

Thursday 16th March NAPLAN Year 3 & 5 – Reading  9.00am – 10.00am
NAPLAN Year 3 & 5 – Conventions of Language  11.30am – 12.30pm

Monday 20th March NAPLAN Year 3 & 5 – Numeracy 9.00am – 10.00am

Tuesday 21st March Ilona out – Principal Meeting

Wednesday 22 March Lions Eye Health Assessments for students

Tuesday 28th March School Council Meeting 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Wednesday 29th March Ilona out- Koorie Cultural Leader Day

Thursday 30th March Hockey Victoria Incursion

Thursday 6th April End of Term 1, 2.30pm finish
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School Council Nomination Form
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