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A Word From The Principal

It has been fabulous to see and welcome all students back to Term 3 with a bounce in their step and a 
smile on their face! It’s been such a positive start to the term and great to see our students reconnect 
with their teachers, friends and learning. We’ve thoroughly enjoyed hearing all about the adventures, 
relaxation and slower days that everyone partook in over the two-week break.
We are very much looking forward to a wonderful term ahead – please make sure you have Dojo 
notifications turned on so you don’t miss important information and event reminders.

School Values
The beginning of each term we spend time with students reviewing our School Values. Our School 
Values at Noorat are ‘Excellence, Care, Respect and Responsibility.’ We use these daily along with our 
Fab Four as a reminder for all students, staff and parents / carers in how we communicate and interact 
with each other.

School Review
We are commencing initial works in preparation for our Term 1, 2024 school review. This is a process 
that is undertaken by every school every four years to reflect and review progress made by seeking 
student and family input, digging into data and putting a lens in close on our school. Using this 
information, we will set our next four year school strategic plan (SSP). The process is lengthy and heavily 
involved, so please an eye out and ear open as we seek further information and feedback from our 
school community.
.
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Student Voice
We are working to amplify student voice and provide opportunities for all students to share their 
ideas. We’ve had House discussions on events and Clubs that can occur this term with further 
discussion, voting and final decisions to be made. Some of the student ideas for lunchtime clubs 
were Pokémon Club, Drawing / colouring Club, Mindfulness Club, Lego Club, Minecraft Club, Dance 
Club, Author Club and a Music Club. We look forward to sharing our student ideas and decisions 
over the coming week.
Students also offered suggestions for events that our Junior School Council (JSC) could organise, so 
I look forward to hearing about their final decisions.

Positive Mindset
We discuss and share experiences with students regularly about caring for themselves – both 
physically and emotionally. This message is equally as important for our parents and carers. Taking 
care of yourself means you are better able to support your child’s needs by being the calm in their 
storm. Being able to resolve challenges and setbacks calmly and logically enables students to build 
persistence and resilience

Ilona Watkins
Principal

School Transition – Kinder Tours and Prep Play
Earlier this week Miss Horsnell welcomed the Terang Kindergarten 4 year old children and their 
educators to Noorat. This is part of the transition program from kindergarten to primary school, 
with the aim of familiarising children with the school environment. Thank you to our School 
Leaders, Mackenzie and Harper who provided support and guidance to the kindergarten students 
and assisted throughout the session.
We also have Prep Play each term across the various schools to provide opportunities for our Prep 
students to reconnect with their friends from kindergarten. We look forward to hosting more 
kindergarten and pre students later this term.

School Camps
We are in the process of finalising our Year 3-6 School Camp with Cudgee Primary School to 
Sovereign Hill. Our 3-6 Sovereign Hill camp occurs on Monday 9th, Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 
11th of October with a rest day on Thursday 12th (Term 4, week 2). Camps provide a wonderful 
opportunity for students to push the boundaries of their comfort zone and experience new things 
with their peers. Mrs Watkins is the teacher attending the Year 3-6 camp.
Our Year 1/2 school sleepover will occur towards the end of Term 4 with more information to 
come in November.

Uniform
Overall, students are all presenting well and in proper school uniform. This shows the pride our 
students have in being a member of Noorat Primary School. We know washing / drying can be 
challenging during the winter months – parents, please contact your child’s teacher if this is the 
case. School t-shirts and jumpers are available for purchase from the office. Gumboots are not 
school uniform and should not be worn – if wet weather gear is needed, we have these at school.
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Swimming Lessons
Our annual school swimming program for all students will take place at the end of this term. 
The dates are as follows:

Week 8
Monday, 28 August 2023
Tuesday, 29 August 2023
Thursday, 31 August 2023
Week 9

Monday, 4 September 2023
Tuesday, 5 September 2023
Thursday, 7 September 2023
Week 10

Monday, 11 September 2023
Tuesday, 12 September 2023
Thursday, 14 September 2023

We welcome any parents who wish to come and watch or support your child to get changed at the end 
of a lesson. Swimming ability forms, excursion paperwork, etc. will all come home in the coming few 
weeks.

OSHC
Unfortunately, towards the end of Term 2, Big Childcare decided to cease offering before and after 
school care for our school as they were unable to find staff to run the service. I am currently working 
with other local schools to see if we can find an arrangement that would support our families. I feel 
very grateful that we have a supportive school community who help each other out when a family is in 
need of a village.

Breakfast Club
Thank you to Beck, Sarah and Erin who continue to volunteer their time to ensure every child has a full 
tummy every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8.30am- 8.50am. Drop-in parent volunteers welcome.

School Hours

Classes begin at 9am and finish at 3.30pm. Please ensure your child/ren are here and ready to start 

class on time. It is good practice to allow them 10 minutes to do what they need to do before the bell 

goes each morning. 

Late arrivals and early departures                                                                                           

Students arriving late or needing to leave early must report at the office. The parent can collect and 

sign in or out. This is a safety requirement as well as enabling us to update attendance information. 

A reminder to families to please call the school or send a message to your child’s classroom teacher if 

your child is absent from school – this is your responsibility and takes away from teaching time for us to 

make contact.
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What’s Happening in the Classroom
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Terang Olympic Basketball Association
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Important Dates to Remember

TERM  CALENDAR DATES
Thursday 20th July Principal Network Meeting - Mrs Watkins Out

Tuesday 8th August Principal Area Forum – Mrs Watkins out

Wednesday 9th August
Prep Play
No MARC Van today

Tuesday 15th August School Council Meeting

Wednesday 16th 
August

Numeracy CoP - Mrs Watkins Out 

Thursday 17th August Kids Helpline School Bullying Session F – Year 6

Tuesday 22nd August
3-way Conferences, 3.30 – 5.00pm. Contact your classroom teacher for a 
time.

Wednesday 23rd 
August

Book Week Dress Up

Thursday 24th & Friday 
25th August

VPA Principal’s Conference - Mrs Watkins Out 

Monday 28th,

Tuesday 29th

Thursday 31st   August
Swimming

Monday 28th - Friday 8th

September
Grace Out

Wednesday 30th 
August

Kinder Bus Tours

Thursday 31st August Principal’s Network Meeting – Mrs Watkins out

Saturday 9th September PFA Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser

Friday 15th September End of Term 3, 2.30pm finish
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