
School Newsletter 
Term 1 2024   |    Issue 1 
A Word From The Principal

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2024. Hopefully, all families had a wonderful summer break and 
are now ready to get back into the school year. All students have done a brilliant job at settling in and 
learning their new classroom routines, showing respect and care towards each other. We are so 
excited for the year ahead with many exciting things planned!

Welcome to school in 2024 
Our very important little people have had a fantastic start to school life with Miss Horsnell. Monty and 
Lucas have been exploring their learning community and the school yard, whilst easily making friends 
and joining in with their peers. Bailey has also settled smoothly into our school. We also welcome 
Sara, Donna and Brendan and Freddie to our Noorat PS community - I am sure everyone will continue 
to make them feel welcome.                                                                                                   

As I often say, when you enrol a student here at Noorat Primary School, the whole family becomes 
part of the school community. We welcome all families to be involved in school life and feel you can 
support your child’s learning by participating in school events and activities like sports day, PFA 
(Parents & Friends Association), School Council projects, parent nights and celebration days.

Our parent information handbook has been updated and was posted to Dojo last week. Many of the 
day-to-day operations and processes at school are in the booklet including times, dates, etc. There will 
be a couple of copies at the Office if you require a printed version.

2024 Staffing 
We are also thrilled to have our 2024 staffing finalised and welcome Vanessa Howard and Mark 
Trussler to our Noorat school community. Vanessa is working in our F-2 learning community 
supporting students and Mark will be working in ‘The Shed’ as our Hands on Learning artisan. 
Today students met Mrs Bree Porter who is our MARC Van teacher during Term 1 whilst Mrs Howlett 
is on Long Service Leave. She is highly experienced and we look forward to a positive term.

I always say that it is such a privilege to work with such passionate and committed staff, and this year 
is going to be no different. I am excited for everything we have planned!

ClassDojo 
If you are yet to turn on notifications for ClassDojo, please do so. This is our primary source of 
information and provides the platform for communicating with all staff. Notification mean you receive 
all information as it’s presented, along with alerts for special events. It is a private platform that can 
only be accessed by individuals who I invite.

Ilona Watkins
Principal
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Communication 
A friendly reminder as we commence a new year on when and how to contact staff at Noorat PS. 
Please message through ClassDojo or come in to see your child’s classroom teacher if you have any 
questions or concerns. If the item will only take a couple of minutes, please feel free to pop into the 
classroom when the bell rings at 8.45am. ClassDojo allows parents to message all members of the 
staff who can then respond when they are not teaching or on yard duty.

Please make an appointment with staff for anything that will take longer than a couple of minutes, 
or for items of a private or sensitive matter. Staff are usually available after school, except for the 
afternoons where we are required to attend staff meetings, which are on Tuesday and Wednesday 
afternoon.

Any urgent message should be made by calling the Office.

School Review 
This term Noorat PS is undertaking it’s 4-yearly review to ensure ongoing reflection, planning and 
strategic direction of the school. Throughout this process we will seek parent feedback, and during 
the Fieldwork / Validation Days seek parents to be part of a discussion forum. Please keep an eye 
out for this information and times – we would love to have everyone’s input.

Our school review dates are set for Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th of March.

School Council 
Parent nominations are now being taken for this year’s School Council. School Council plays an 
extremely important role of governance and community leadership. The School Council has 
particular functions in supporting and monitoring the school’s direction. School Council’s have three 
main responsibilities; finance, strategic planning & policy development and review. We would love 
new members to make our School Council even stronger. If you are interested, keep an eye out for 
nomination forms that will be sent out next week.

Morning Supervision 
Students should arrive at school no earlier than 8.30am with supervision commencing from 
8.45am. A bell will sound at this time to allow students into the classrooms to prepare for their 
days learning prior to playing outside. Bus travellers are, of course, welcomed into classrooms when 
they arrive at school where they will be able to read or draw / colour.

Parent Consent Forms 
Apologies for the confusion in the Department’s Consent Form. We have updated the form and will 

send a new one home to all students. Please disregard the previous form and return the new one.

Terang School Bus 
We are thrilled that we can now offer a bus service from Terang to Noorat (return) each day for our 

families. Please contact the Office for further information.

Newsletter Printed
Please contact Casey if you require a printed copy of the newsletter.
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Annual Privacy Policy Reminder 
Department of Education schools collect, use, disclose and store student and parent personal 
information
for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. For 
more information about privacy, refer to: Schools Privacy Policy – information for parents. Click 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/privacy.aspx

School Lunch Orders
This year school lunch orders will continue to be on Tuesday and Friday.

Breakfast Club
Thank you to Sarah, Erin and Beck who continue to volunteer their time to ensure every child has a 
full tummy every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8.30am- 8.50am. Drop-in parent volunteers 
welcome.

School Hours                                                                                                                             
Classes begin at 9am and finish at 3.30pm. Please ensure your child/ren are here and ready to start 
class on time. It is good practice to allow them 10 minutes to do what they need to do before the bell 
goes each morning. 

Student Absences
It is a legal requirement of the Department of Education that we receive written notification of any 
student absences. Absences are recorded by parents on ClassDojo by messaging the classroom 
teacher. Please speak to Ilona if you need help with this.

Notifying staff of an unexplained student absence
It is a requirement for schools to contact parents/guardians as soon as practicable on the day of a 
student’s absence. A student who is absent is marked as ‘Not Present Unexplained’ unless notification 
is provided – this is your parental responsibility.

Late arrivals and early departures
Students arriving late or needing to leave 
early must report at the office. The parent 
can collect and sign in or out. This is a safety 
requirement aswell as enabling us to update 
attendance information – this is your 
parental responsibility.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/privacy.aspx
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Important Dates to Remember

TERM 1 CALENDAR DATES
Thursday 8th Feb Mrs Watkins out, Principal Network Meeting

Tuesday 13th Feb PFA Meeting in Staffroom, 3.30pm

Tuesday 20th Feb Welcome BBQ!

Tuesday 20th Feb School Council Meeting

Wednesday 21st Feb Curriculum Day – Pupil free

Saturday 24th Feb Noorat Garage Sale. PFA event – keep an eye out for info.

Monday 4th Marc Mrs Watkins out, Numeracy CoP

Tuesday 5th March Athletics Sports Day @ Terang Rec. Reserve

Friday 8th March Mrs Watkins out, Principal Forum

Monday 11th March Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 13th 
March

NAPLAN, Years 3 & 5

Thursday 14th March Mrs Watkins out, Principal Network Meeting

Thursday 14th –
Tuesday 19th March

Samantha out, Sounds Write training

Tuesday 19th & 
Wednesday 20th 
March

Noorat PS School Review

Tuesday 26th March School Photos

Thursday 28th March End of Term 1, 2.30pm finish.

TERM 2 CALENDAR DATES
Monday 15th April Beginning of Term 2
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