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A Word From The Principal

At the start of a new school year, a lot of communication and information is sent home. Thank you for 
reading and actioning all these items. It helps with our day-to-day operations and ensures everyone is 
up to date.
There is such a wonderful vibe and excitement across the school to start the year. Our connections and 
setting up for success in the classroom is evident. All students are showing increasing independence 
and settling into their daily routines. Staff have prioritised this work to commence the year because we 
know the difference it can make.

Athletic Sports                                                                                                              
Thank you so much to all of the parents, carers and family members who attended our Athletic Sports 
Day yesterday to share encouragement and show your support for our Noorat students. Our students 
were incredible and showed excellence by trying their personal best, care by supporting all 
competitors, respect by listening to all teacher instructions and responsibility by ensuring our space 
was perfectly clean at the end of the day. We are so proud of every student for their efforts and 
behaviour yesterday – you did us so proud! Both Grace and Harrison came home with first placings in 
their respective age-groups, along with Ryan, Monty, Lucas and Wyatt all finishing second in their age 
groups.

School Review                                                                                                                
Our School Review is quickly approaching, and final paperwork has now been submitted. Our review 
days are Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th March where we will have visitors in our school. We know 
everyone will be welcoming and friendly, as is the Noorat way.

Our parent panel is on Wednesday 20th from 8.30am – 9.15am and we would LOVE as many parents / 
carers as possible to come in and chat with the Review panel. As a staff and school we value your 
feedback so highly and would appreciate a wide range of families to share their experiences.

School Council                                                                                                               
Thank you to everyone for considering joining our School Council for 2024. We welcome new members, 
and thank our continuing School Council members for their commitment.

Our 2024 School Council is:
Erin Lanchester, Sarah Wilson, Brooke Miller, Jess Berr, David Whiteman, Nyala Smith and Kaitlin 
Horsnell.
Multi-Sensory Indigenous Garden What a fabulous day last Thursday was when we welcomed Emily and 
Kim to Noorat to plant our Indigenous plants into the sensory garden. The space is now looking alive 
and we cannot wait to see how the plants grow and change with the seasons. I am currently working 
on designing signage to share our knowledge of plant names, descriptors and uses. If you haven’t 
already been for a walk through, please do.

Ilona Watkins
Ilona Watkins
Principal
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Cadbury PFA Fundraiser   
This term the PFA have chosen to fundraise through the purchase of Cadbury goodie boxes. Families 
who wish to participate and help raise funds for the school can contact Beck- (Charlie’s mum). Families 
can choose from an assortment of sweet treats, easter eggs, chocolate bars and lolly bags.  You may 
also like to choose a selected mixed box and sell them to family and friends or at your workplace. 
Boxes will arrive on Friday, and be sorted ready to be given to families on Tuesday.

Noorat Community Garage Sale
Thank you so much to our incredible PFA for hosting a pancake stall at the recent Noorat Garage Sale. 
Beck and Sara worked to plan and coordinate the event. Without helpers, these special events and 
opportunities are simply not possible, so we appreciate the planning and preparation!! Thanks also to 
Peta, Harper, Charlie, Brooke and Samantha who assisted today to make it a success!

NAPLAN   
Next week our Year 3’s and 5’s tackle NAPLAN. We know that NAPLAN is a snippet of your child’s ability 
at one point in time. We do our best to support your child through this process, as we know some find 
it overwhelming. Please read the information posted to the Year 3-6 Learning Community story and 
see Mrs Watkins if you have any questions or concerns.

Morning Supervision 
Students should arrive at school no earlier than 8.30am with supervision commencing from 8.45am. A 
bell will sound at this time to allow students into the classrooms to prepare for their days learning 
prior to playing outside. Bus travellers are, of course, welcomed into classrooms when they arrive at 
school where they will be able to read or draw / colour. 

Late arrivals and early departures
Students arriving late or needing to leave early must report at the office. The parent / carer can collect 
and sign in or out. This is a safety requirement as well as enabling us to update attendance information

Student Absences
It is a legal requirement of the Department of Education that we receive written notification of any 
student absences. Absences are recorded by parents on ClassDojo by messaging the classroom 
teacher. Please speak to Ilona if you need help with this.

Notifying staff of an unexplained student absence
It is a requirement for schools to contact parents/guardians as soon as practicable on the day of a 
student’s absence. A student who is absent is marked as ‘Not Present Unexplained’ unless notification 
is provided – this is your parental responsibility. Terang School Bus We are thrilled that we can now 
offer a bus service from Terang to Noorat (return) each day for our families. Please contact the Office 
for further information.



Be Excellent . Be Caring . Be Respectful . Be Responsible

School News

Athletics Sports Day 
2024



Be Excellent . Be Caring . Be Respectful . Be Responsible

What’s Happening in the Classroom



STUDENT AWARDS FOR THE WEEK

Term 1   Week  5

Miss Horsnell

Be Excellent- Monty 

This week Monty used his ‘magic pencil’ to neatly trace over 
the teacher writing for his sentences in reading response and, 
in Sounds-Write has been using his whiteboard to 
independently write the words ‘mat’ and ‘sat’. Amazing effort!

Mrs Watkins

Be Caring- Harper

Harper has stepped up consistently this year and is showing her 
high leadership skills. She is thoughtful towards all students, 
noticing and stepping in to assist younger students. Amazing 
work Harper!

STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARDS

Aidan has stepped up this year. Even when he has been upset, 
he has bounced back and been very kind.

Be Respectful- Be Excellent- Be Responsible- Be Caring-
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Important Dates to RememberTERM  CALENDAR DATES
Friday 8th March Mrs Watkins out – Principal Forum

Monday 11th March Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 13th 
March

NAPLAN, Years 3 & 5

Thursday 14th March Mrs Watkins out, Principal Network Meeting

Thursday 14th –
Tuesday 19th March

Samantha out, Sounds Write training

Tuesday 19th & 
Wednesday 20th 
March

Noorat PS School Review

Wednesday 20th 
March

Lion’s Eye Health Assessment

Tuesday 26th March School Photos

Thursday 28th March End of Term 1, 2.30pm finish.

TERM 2 CALENDAR DATES
Monday 15th April Beginning of Term 2
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